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GRADING RUBRIC FOR LITERARY ANALYSIS ESSAY
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The response presents an understanding of the task as well as the book.  The response establishes a controlling idea (thesis) based on the book that answers the questions.  An outstanding response clearly displays a thesis statement that connects both the outside reading book from the student’s own analysis as well as one major technique.
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The response develops the thesis statement clearly and completely through one major technique from the outside reading book. Explanations and specific examples from the book are used to develop the controlling idea or thesis statement.  An outstanding response uses several examples or quotes from the book.
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The response maintains a clear focus throughout the essay.  The response presents a logical structure and a strong coherence throughout the task.  An outstanding response is a well-organized essay that uses smooth transitions from one paragraph to another as well as a clear connection between the central purpose and the major technique.
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The response varies language as well as sentence structure.  An outstanding response uses complicated and precise language with a varied and well-controlled sentence structure that clearly and consisely explains the author’s purpose and technique.
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The response demonstrates a good control of grammar and spelling. Past grammar lessons about fragments and run-ons should be utilized.  The correct citation  format should be used. An outstanding response exhibits complete control over standard conventions.

